
1

RURAL REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH POLICY BOARD

AGENDA

DATE:  November 16, 2022

TIME: 1:15 pm to adjourn

Meeting Location: Online Only 

Online: Click Below to Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81849822814?pwd=TWI4WUNKQUU4c1Z3M1ZjdTNYd2Fodz09

Meeting ID: 818 4982 2814

Passcode: 412224

Dial by your location: +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose); +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Note: Agenda items may be taken out of order, combined for consideration, and or removed from the 

agenda at the chairperson’s discretion

1.) Call to Order and Roll Call (Fergus Laughridge, Chair) 

Members of the Rural Regional Behavioral Health Policy Board: Chair Fergus Laughridge, 

Brooke O’Byrne, Senator Pete Goicoechea, Dr. Erika Ryst, Matt Walker, Amy Adams, Amanda 

Osborne, Sean Burke, Steven Brotman, Sarah Dearborn, Bryce Shields, and Jeri Sanders.  

2.) Public Comment:

Public testimony under this agenda item may be presented by computer, phone or written 

comment. Due to time considerations, each individual offering public comment will be limited to 

not more than three (3) minutes.

3.) For Possible Action: Review and possible approval of BDR Development Subcommittee 

meeting minutes from August 12, 2022 (Fergus Laughridge, Chair)

4.) For Possible Action: Review and possible approval of meeting minutes from August 24, 

2022 (Fergus Laughridge, Chair)

5.) Informational: Introduction of new member of the Board, Chris McHan, Chief at Elko 

County EMS (Fergus Laughridge, Chair; Valerie Haskin, Rural RBHC)

Since Sean Burke’s retirement from Lander County EMS, the Board has been actively searching 

for a replacement to fill Mr. Burke’s seat, which he has graciously maintained until an 

appropriate replacement could be selected. Mr. McHan was recommended to the Board by EMS 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81849822814?pwd=TWI4WUNKQUU4c1Z3M1ZjdTNYd2Fodz09
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leadership, as well as fellow Board Member Amanda Osborne. Mr. McHan may introduce 

himself to the Board and may have the opportunity to provide any background on his 

experiences related to behavioral health that he chooses to share. 

This position is appointed by the Administrator of the Division of Public and Behavioral Health, 

and so no action on the part of the Board is necessary. 

6.) For Possible Action: Nomination and voting to replace Steven Brotman’s Board seat with 

Patrick Rogers (Fergus Laughridge, Chair; Valerie Haskin, Rural RBHC)

On October 26, 2022, Board Member Steven Brotman notified the Rural RBHC and Board Chair 

that he would be leaving his position at Nevada Health Centers at the end of November, and 

would no longer be able to serve as a member of the Board. He recommended Patrick Rogers, 

Behavioral Health Clinical Director at Nevada Health Centers as his replacement. Mr. Rogers 

has served on many other boards related to improving physical and behavioral health systems in 

Nevada, and has demonstrated passion, insight, and leadership in these capacities. Mr. Rogers 

may take the opportunity to introduce himself and field questions from the Board. 

The Rural Regional Behavioral Health Policy Board may choose vote to approve Patrick Rogers 

to replace Steven Brotman on the Board, after which point Mr. Rogers would have voting 

privileges on all subsequent agenda items, and Mr. Brotman would be removed from Board 

membership. If the Board does not vote to approve Mr. Rogers as Mr. Brotman’s replacement, 

Mr. Brotman will remain a voting member of the Board for the remainder of the month of 

November, after which time the seat will become vacant until a candidate can be selected by the 

Board. 

7.) Informational: Brief overview of progress of efforts related to the Rural Regional 

Behavioral Health Policy Board’s bill for the 2023 session of the Nevada Legislature 

(Fergus Laughridge, Chair; Valerie Haskin, Rural RBHC; and Dr. Sara Hunt)

The Board Chair, the Rural Regional Behavioral Health Coordinator (Rural RBHC), and Dr. 

Sara Hunt will provide a brief update regarding activities to build collaboration and 

communication regarding BDR 361, the Board’s BDR to develop the Behavioral Health 

Workforce Development Center of Nevada

8.) For Possible Action: Review and approval of draft language of BDR 34-361, for inclusion 

in the Rural Regional Behavioral Health Policy Board’s bill for the 2023 session of the 

Nevada Legislature (Fergus Laughridge, Chair; Valerie Haskin, Rural RBHC)

The Rural Regional Behavioral Health Policy Board will review and approve the draft language 

for BDR 34-361, which was developed by staff at the Legislative Counsel Bureau on behalf of 

the Board, based on the concepts and language the Board submitted for its bill draft request 

(BDR). The draft language has been sent to members of the Board for individual review, with 

any comments or suggested edits to be sent to the Rural RBHC. The Board may choose to 
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approve the language as it was written, accept and approve the language with edits suggested by 

board members and stakeholders to the Rural RBHC through individual review, accept and 

approve the language based upon further changes decided upon during this agenda item, or a 

combination of these options. 

9.) Informational: Updates regarding the activities, resources, and challenges identified by the 

Rural Regional Behavioral Health Coordinator (Valerie Haskin, Rural RBHC)

Updates from the Rural Regional Behavioral Health Coordinator (Rural RBHC), regarding

trainings undertaken and delivered; opportunities for policy improvement; new resources 

identified; progress of local projects; any new data or information available to guide the Board; 

service gaps and other challenges encountered in the region; upcoming state, local, and regional 

events; and recent activities undertaken by task forces and other entities relating to behavioral 

health. 

10.)For Possible Action: Approval of draft letter to DHHS leadership regarding concerns over

the long-term funding and programmatic focus of the Regional Behavioral Health 

Coordinator positions and administrative functions (Fergus Laughridge, Chair; Valerie 

Haskin, Rural RBHC)

During September 2022, the DHHS Division of Public and Behavioral Health (DPBH) informed 

all Regional Behavioral Health Coordinators (RBHCs) and the entities housing these programs 

that the scopes of work (SOWs) for the RBHC positions would be shifting to align with the three 

braided funding streams through which these positions are paid, and would now need to include 

administrative functions such as the completion and posting of meeting minutes. All RBHCs and 

most Board Chairs noted concerns over the potential for a change in focus of the RBHC roles to 

be less focused on the priorities of the Policy Boards and the needs of the communities they 

represent in order to meet grant requirements. DPBH staff responded by giving the RBHCs and 

their employers a “menu” of activity options that would fill the requirements for the grants. The 

RBHCs and their employers were then able to choose from those activities, so long as the 

distribution of time and effort is equal across the three grants. The grants in question include the 

Substance Abuse Block Grant (SABG), the Mental Health Block Grant (MHBG), and the State 

Opioid Response Grant (SOR). While the suggested activities may cover most of the efforts 

related to the position, there is still concern over a loss of current and future flexibility to meet 

the needs of the communities served by the RBHCs and the Boards, that the distribution across 

grants will weigh a heavier focus on substance/opioid misuse than communities are ready for, 

and the long-term sustainability of these positions. As the members of each of the Boards are 

appointed as volunteers, it is unlikely that the Board members themselves would have the 

capacity to take on more work related to the Boards if needed by a major change in focus or loss 

of the RBHCs. The Rural RBHPB will discuss the contents of the draft letter, and may move to 

approve and submit the letter as is, with recommended changes, or to take no further action on 

the letter. 
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11.)For Possible Action: Determination of Future Subcommittee Work (Fergus Laughridge, 

Chair; Valerie Haskin, Rural RBHC)

Members of the Rural RBHPB will discuss the nature and purpose of any subcommittees that 

may be formed by the Board, the frequency of subcommittee meetings, membership, duties, or 

any other pertinent items. The Board may vote to launch one or more subcommittees, or to defer 

action to a later meeting. 

12.)For Possible Action: Determination and approval of future Rural RBHPB meetings 

through June 30, 2023 (Fergus Laughridge, Chair; Valerie Haskin, Rural RBHC)

The Board will work to determine its meeting schedule through the legislative session, which 

will likely close by June 30, 2023. A draft schedule for discussion and approval will be provided 

as a supporting document. 

13.) Public Comment

Action may not be taken on any matter brought up under this agenda item until scheduled on an 

agenda for a later meeting. Public testimony under this agenda item may be online, by phone or 

written comment. Due to time considerations, each individual offering public comment will be 

limited to not more than three (3) minutes. 

14.) Adjournment (Fergus Laughridge, Chair)

AGENDA POSTED AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:  

On the Internet at the Department of Health and Human Services Website 

https://dpbh.nv.gov/Boards/RBHPB/Board_Meetings/2018/Rural_Regional/

and at Nevada Public Notices: https://notice.nv.gov/

The agenda will also be posted at the following physical location: The Family Support Center, 1200 E. 

Winnemucca Blvd, Winnemucca, Nevada 89445

We are pleased to make reasonable accommodations for members of the public who are disabled and wish to call into

the meeting. In the event of Microsoft Teams application has technical difficulties, the meeting may be conducted by 

teleconference from the same location.   If special arrangements are necessary, please notify Marcelle Anderson at 

4126 Technology Way, 2nd Floor, Carson City, Nevada 89706 or by calling (775)-684-4095 up to three days before 

the meeting date. Anyone who wants to be on the advisory council mailing list can sign up on the listserv at

www.listserv.state.nv.us. 

If you need supporting documents for this meeting, please notify Marcelle Anderson, Bureau of Behavioral Health 

Wellness and Prevention, at (775)-684-4095 or by email at m.anderson@health.nv.gov

https://notice.nv.gov/
https://notice.nv.gov/
https://notice.nv.gov/
http://dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/HealthFacilities/dta/Lists/Listservs/
http://dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/HealthFacilities/dta/Lists/Listservs/



