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RE: Agenda Item 7 – Discussion and Possible Approval of Nevada 
Administrative Code (NAC) 441A.200(1) Regarding Vaccination 
Recommendations 

Chair Pennell and Members of the Nevada State Board of Health, 

On behalf of the Nevada Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics (NV 
AAP), we appreciate the opportunity to provide comment regarding Agenda 
Item 7: Discussion and Possible Approval of Nevada Administrative Code 
(NAC) 441A.200(1) regarding Vaccination Recommendations. 

The NV AAP represents pediatricians and pediatric subspecialists across 
Nevada who are dedicated to protecting the health and well‑being of infants, 
children, adolescents, and the communities in which they live. We write to 
emphasize the importance of maintaining vaccination recommendations that 
are science‑based, evidence‑driven, and designed to protect all children—
particularly those most vulnerable to serious illness. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) continues to strongly recommend 
its comprehensive, evidence‑based immunization schedule, developed through 
decades of ongoing research, careful review of vaccine safety and 
effectiveness, and close evaluation of disease epidemiology in the United 
States. The AAP schedule is designed to provide the ideal timing of 
immunizations as a child’s immune system develops, offering protection 
before children are exposed to potentially life‑threatening, vaccine‑preventable 
diseases. 

The AAP’s immunization recommendations differ in important ways from 
alternative or reduced vaccine schedules. Some schedules delay, omit, or 
reclassify routine childhood vaccines as appropriate only for “high‑risk” 
groups or for “shared clinical decision‑making.” The AAP emphasizes that it is 
not possible to predict which children will experience severe illness, 
complications, or hospitalization from vaccine‑preventable diseases, making 
routine, on‑time immunization the most effective strategy to protect both 
individual children and the broader community. 



Footnotes 
¹ The AAP Recommended Child and Adolescent Immunization Schedule is formally endorsed by the following national organizations: American 
Academy of Family Physicians; American College of Nurse‑Midwives; American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists; American Medical 
Association; American Pharmacists Association; Council of Medical Specialty Societies; Infectious Diseases Society of America; National 
Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners; National Medical Association; Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society; Pediatric Pharmacy Association; 
and the Society for Adolescent Health and Medicine. 
² More than 230 medical, public health, parent, labor, and community organizations nationwide have publicly expressed support for the AAP’s 
evidence‑based immunization schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Importantly, the AAP’s immunization schedule is not supported by pediatricians alone. The 2026 AAP 
Recommended Child and Adolescent Immunization Schedule is formally endorsed by 12 national medical and 
health professional organizations, collectively representing more than one million clinicians nationwide. In 
addition, more than 230 medical, public health, parent, labor, and community organizations have publicly 
expressed support for the AAP’s evidence‑based immunization schedule, reflecting broad professional and 
community consensus that routine childhood immunization remains essential to protecting children’s health and 
preventing outbreaks of vaccine‑preventable disease.¹² 

Decades of experience demonstrate that high vaccination coverage protects not only vaccinated children, but 
also infants, immunocompromised children, and others who cannot be vaccinated for medical reasons. Delays 
or reductions in routine immunization increase the risk that vaccine‑preventable diseases will re‑emerge, 
leading to avoidable illness, hospitalization, and death. Pediatricians across Nevada are deeply concerned that 
confusion surrounding differing vaccine schedules may undermine parental confidence and result in lower 
immunization rates. 

For these reasons, the Nevada Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics respectfully urges the Nevada 
State Board of Health, as it considers whether to approve action on Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 
441A.200(1) regarding vaccination recommendations, to ensure that the regulatory framework continues to rely 
on comprehensive, evidence‑based immunization guidance that reflects established pediatric science and best 
public health practice. Decisions related to NAC 441A.200(1) have direct implications for how vaccination 
recommendations are interpreted and applied in Nevada, and it is critical that these decisions support routine, 
on‑time immunizations proven to protect children and prevent outbreaks of vaccine‑preventable disease. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of this item and for your continued leadership in protecting the health 
of Nevada’s children, families, and communities. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terence R. McAllister, MD, FAAP 
President 
Nevada Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics 


