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Governor Administrator

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NORTHEASTERN NEVADA REGIONAL HOSPITAL, 2001 ERRECART BLVD., ELKO, NV
89801, IS REQUESTING A VARIANCE, #796, FROM THE NEVADA STATE BOARD OF
HEALTH REGULATIONS.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT NORTHEASTERN NEVADA REGIONAL HOSPITAL located at 2001 ERRECART BLVD., ELKO,
NV 89801, has requested a variance from Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 449.3154(2) and the Facility Guidelines
Institute, Guidelines for Design and Construction of Outpatient Facilities, 2022 Edition.

A public hearing will be conducted on June 5, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. by the Nevada State Board of Health to consider this
request. This meeting will be held online and at physical locations, listed below.

Physical Locations:
Southern Nevada Health District
280 S. Decatur Boulevard, Red Rock Trail Rooms A and B
Las Vegas, Nevada 89107

Nevada Division of Public and Behavioral Health
4150 Technology Way, 3rd Floor
Carson City, Nevada 89706

Virtual Information

Meeting Link:
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-

join/19%3ameeting MjVMMTM4AMTQtMmYyOCOONMV|LTg4ANWQtOTVIZWU1MzUyZGZ1%40thread.v2/0?context=%
7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e4a340e6-b89e-4e68-8eaa-1544d2703980%22%2c%220id%22%3a%22768e443d-3beb-
48f0-9bb0-7e72f1276b8d%22%7d

Please Note: If you experience technical difficulties connecting online, please call into the meeting to participate by
phone.

Join by Phone:
1-775-321-6111

Phone Conference ID Number: 402 212 427#

NORTHEASTERN NEVADA REGIONAL HOSPITAL, located at 2001 Errecart Blvd., Elko, NV 89801 is requesting a variance
from NAC 449.3154 which states:
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NAC 449.3154(2) states in pertinent part as follows:

Except as otherwise provided in this section, any new construction, remodeling or change in the use of a
hospital must comply with the applicable provisions of the guidelines adopted by reference in paragraphs
(c) and (d) of subsection 1 of NAC 449.0105, unless the remodeling is limited to refurbishing an area of
the hospital, including, without limitation, painting the area, replacing the flooring in the area, repairing
windows in the area and replacing window or wall coverings in the area.2

NAC 449.0105 states in pertinent part as follows:
1. The State Board of Health hereby adopts by reference:

(c) Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospitals and Outpatient Facilities, in the form most
recently published by the Facility Guidelines Institute, unless the Board gives notice that the most
recent revision is not suitable for this State pursuant to subsection 2. A copy of the guidelines may
be obtained from the Facility Guidelines Institute at AHA Services, Inc., P.O. Box 933283, Atlanta,
Georgia 31193-3283, at the Internet address http://shop.fgiguidelines.org/ or by telephone at
(800) 242-2626, for the price of $200.

The Facility Guidelines Institute, Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospitals (2022 Edition) states in pertinent part
as follows:

2.2-3.5.2 Imaging Rooms
The requirements in this section shall apply to imaging rooms for all modalities except where indicated.

2.2-3.5.2.2 Space requirements

(1) Clearances. Imaging rooms shall be sized and configured to provide the minimum clearances described
here:

(a) Class 1 imaging rooms

(i) A clearance of 3 feet (91.44 centimeters) shall be provided around the imaging devices.

(ii) This clearance shall be provided on all sides of a freestanding imaging device, including the patient
table/bed/couch, gantry, or assembly.

2.2-3.5.5 Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) Facilities

2.2-3.5.5.2 MRI scanner room
(1) MRI scanner rooms shall meet the requirements in sections 2.2-3.5.1 (Imaging Services — General) and
2.2-2.3.5.2 (Imaging Rooms) as amended in this section.

See Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospitals (2022 Edition).

NORTHEASTERN NEVADA REGIONAL HOSPITAL current standards require at least 3 feet of clearance on all sides of a
freestanding imaging device, including the patient table/bed/couch, gantry, or assembly. Applicant claims the lack of
clearance would not interfere with hospital functions; the environment will be safe and accommodate patient care. On
July 7, 2025, the facility submitted a plan review application for a MRI equipment upgrade renovation project. On April
20, 2026, the facility recognized the hardships they would face if the facility met the 3-feet clearances and submitted a
variance request application to the State Board of Health. In order for the facility to come into compliance with the 3 feet,
the facility would be required to make major modifications to the existing space. The total project would cost
approximately an additional $525,000.
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The authority of the State Board of Health to consider and grant a variance from the requirements of a regulation is
set forth at NRS 439.200 and NAC 439.200 - 439.280.

Persons wishing to comment upon the proposed variance may appear at the scheduled public hearing or may submit
written testimony at least five days before the scheduled hearing to:

Secretary, State Board of Health
Division of Public and Behavioral Health
4150 Technology Way, Suite 300
Carson City, NV 89706

Anyone wishing to testify for more than five minutes on the proposed variance must petition the Board of Health at the
above address. Petitions shall contain the following: 1) a concise statement of the subject(s) on which the petitioner will
present testimony; 2) the estimated time for the petitioner’s presentation.

This notice has also been posted at the following locations:

DIVISION OF PUBLIC AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH (DPBH), 4150 TECHNOLOGY WAY, CARSON CITY, NV
DIVISION OF PUBLIC AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH WEBSITE:

http://dpbh.nv.gov/Boards/BOH/Meetings/Meetings/
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Stacie Weeks

NVHA.NV.GOV Director
Joe Lombardo Cynthia Leech
Governor Administrator

MEMORANDUM

May 6, 2026

To:  Jon Pennell, DVM, Chairperson
State Board of Health

From: Cynthia Leech, Administrator
Division of Purchasing and Compliance

RE:  Variance Request # 796 Regarding Imaging Room Space Requirements for Northeastern Nevada
Regional Hospital

Subject: Request for Variance to Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 449.3154(2), Guidelines for Design and
Construction of Hospitals (Edition 2022), Section 2.2-3.5.2.2 “Space Requirements.”

Staff Review
Nevada Administrative Code (“NAC”) 449.3154(2) states as follows,

Except as otherwise provided in this section, any new construction, remodeling or change
in the use of a hospital must comply with the applicable provisions of the guidelines
adopted by reference in paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection 1 of NAC 449.0105, unless
the remodeling is limited to refurbishing an area of the hospital, including, without
limitation, painting the area, replacing the flooring in the area, repairing windows in the
area and replacing window or wall coverings in the area.

See NAC 449.3154(2).
NAC 449.0105 states as follows,
1. The State Board of Health hereby adopts by reference:
(c) Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospitals and Outpatient Facilities,
in the form most recently published by the Facility Guidelines Institute, unless

the Board gives notice that the most recent revision is not suitable for this State
pursuant to subsection 2. A copy of the guidelines may be obtained from the
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Facility Guidelines Institute at AHA Services, Inc., P.O. Box 933283, Atlanta,
Georgia 31193-3283, at the Internet address http://copyfgiguidelines.org/ or by
telephone at (800) 242-2626, for the price of $200.

See Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospitals (2022 Edition).

The Facility Guidelines Institute (FGI), Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospitals (2022 Edition)
states in pertinent part as follows:

2.2-3.5.2 Imaging Rooms
The requirements in this section shall apply to imaging rooms for all modalities except where
indicated.

2.2-3.5.2.2 Space requirements

(1) Clearances. Imaging rooms shall be sized and configured to provide the minimum clearances
described here:

(a) Class 1 imaging rooms

(1) A clearance of 3 feet (91.44 centimeters) shall be provided around the imaging devices.

(11) This clearance shall be provided on all sides of a freestanding imaging device, including the
patient table/bed/couch, gantry, or assembly.

2.2-3.5.5 Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) Facilities
2.2-3.5.5.2 MRI scanner room

(1) (1) MRI scanner rooms shall meet the requirements in sections 2.2-3.5.1 (Imaging
Services — General) and 2.2-2.3.5.2 (Imaging Rooms) as amended in this section.

See Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospitals (2022 Edition).

STAFF REVIEW

On April 20, 2026, Gerardo Hernandez (“Mr. Hernandez”), on behalf of Northeastern Nevada Regional Hospital
(hereinafter “Applicant”) submitted an application for a variance from Nevada Administrative Code (NAC)
449.3154(2), relating to the Imaging Room space requirements related to the clearances around the MRI device
in Northeastern Nevada Regional Hospital (NNRH), a Critical Access Hospital (CAH), located at 2001 Errecart
Blvd., Elko, NV 89801. Applicant asserts coming into compliance with the required clearances would cause
exceptional and undue hardship from a strict application of the regulation. Mr. Hernandez claims the proposed
layout is safe and accommodates patients’ well-being.

Upon review of the application, staff finds that the circumstances are unique to Applicant. The Applicant plans
to replace its existing MRI equipment, which has been in service since 2005 and has reached end of its useful
life status. Due to the current equipment being unable to be serviced or repaired, the facility invested in new
MRI technology. The facility is unable to budget for the major construction necessary to enlarge the MRI room,
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which would require removal of an exterior wall. This project is essential to serve the needs of the community’s
needs, as the facility is a rural healthcare provider designed to improve access to essential services in Elko
County. The Applicant operates twenty-four (24) hours per day, seven (7) days per week.

The Applicant requests a variance from the requirement to provide three (3) feet of clearance on all sides of the
freestanding MRI device, including the patient table, gantry, or assembly. Due to the existing condition of the
building, the MRI room does not contain sufficient square footage to provide the three (3) feet clearance, around
the new MRI equipment.

Granting this variance is necessary because the CAH faces substantial limitations and is unable to support
structural changes of this scale. To meet the clearance requirement, the Applicant would need to move an
exterior wall and an interior sidewall to accommodate a new layout.

The Applicant states the strict compliance of the regulation would cause significant hardships to the Elko
community due to the Applicant’s location. NNRH is the only facility within a three hundred (300) mile radius
that provides this level of service to the Elko community and to the three (3) outlying CAH’s within that radius.
To comply with the three (3) foot clearance, the project cost would increase by approximately $525,000.

EXCEPTIONAL AND UNDUE HARDSHIP:

The financial hardship described by the Applicant is specific to existing conditions of the building. The north
exterior wall would need to be moved one (1) foot and four (4) inches to the north and the sidewall would need
to move one (1) foot and two and a half (2.5) inches to the west. This change would require modification of the
existing R&F enclosure to accommodate the new layout. In addition, a structural engineer would need to be
engaged to provide details for the extended slab and roofing systems. Additional modifications to the electrical
and mechanical building systems would also be required.

The Applicant estimates that the cost to complete the scope of work described above would total approximately
$525,000. Because the facility is a small Critical Access Hospital, it would not be able to absorb the financial
burden of the major construction necessary to meet the three (3) foot clearance requirement. This would result
in significant hardship, further delay, deferred maintenance and delay of planned direct patient care
enhancements by approximately twelve (12) months.

DEGREE OF RISK TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY:

There is a minimal degree of risk associated with the MRI room not meeting the required clearances. The
Applicant will ensure full compliance with patient safety standards, as the facility is currently providing MRI
services with the older equipment in the existing space and does not foresee any change with the new piece of
equipment and its impact on the room’s current footprint. The facility provided evidence that clearance greater
than three (3) feet is available at the patient table and at the front side of the magnet, which are the primary
areas for patient positioning, access, and workflow. This clearance of greater than three (3) feet will be
maintained with the installation of the new MRI equipment to ensure safe, efficient, and effective patient care.
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The patient table associated with the new MRI system is undockable, allowing patients with limited mobility to
be safely transferred onto the table outside the MRI suite using appropriate mobility and transfer devices. This
feature reduces the risk of injury to patients and staff and supports safe patient handling.

INTENT OF THE REGULATION:

The intent of the regulation is to require at least three (3) feet of clearance on all sides of the patient table,
gantry, or assembly. The regulation does not permit the clearance requirement to be satisfied on only one side;

however, this clearance is required to be met on both sides. This is to provide both staff and patients having
sufficient space for safe patient transfer patients to and from the tables, beds, or couches. In addition, the
required clearances are necessary to accommodate to nonambulatory patients transferred from a wheelchair or
gurney. The space is also needed for staff access and equipment, such as physiological monitoring devices or
contrast injectors.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Board of Health approve the request for a variance. Northeastern Nevada Regional
Hospital’s remodeling project is limited in scope to replacing its MRI equipment so that it may continue
providing care to patients in Elko County. The facility has operated with the existing MRI equipment since
2005, and there have been no current or historical patient safety issues, staff safety concerns, or patient care
incidents related to the existing clearances in the room. Patient safety and accessibility remain central to the
Northeastern Nevada Regional Hospital’s mission.

Presenter:
Michael Kupper, Health Facilities Inspection Manager
Nevada Health Authority, Division of Health Care Purchasing and Compliance

Attachments:
NNRH Narrative and Floor Plan
NNRH Revised Variance Application
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NEVADA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE

Please check the appropriate box that pertains to the NAC for which
you are requesting a variance.

[ Division Administration (NAC 439, 441A, 452, 453A, & 629)

[ Child, Family, & Community Wellness (NAC 392, 394, 432A, 439, 441A, & 442)
[0 Public Health & Clinical Services (NAC 211, 444, 446, 447, 583, & 585)

[0 Health Care Quality & Compliance (NAC 449, 457, 459, & 652)

[0 Office of State Epidemiology (NAC 440, 450B, 452, 453, 453A, & 695C)

Date: | April 6, 2026

Applicant Name:|Northeastern Nevada Regional Hospital

Phone Number:|(775) 748-2039

Mailing Address:|2001 Errecart Blvd., Elko, Nevada 89801

Date of initial operation (if existing): 2005

“We do hereby apply for a variance to the Nevada Administrative Code,”

NAC: |449.3154

Title of code section in question:

Construction, remodeling, maintenance and change of use: General requirements; prerequisites to approval of licensure

Statement of existing or proposed conditions in violation of the code in question:

This application of variance is for the minimum clearance requirement as stated on 2022 FGI, section 2.2-3.5.2.2 (b)(i) A clearance of 3
feet shall be provided around the imaging device, (ii) This clearance shall be provided on all sides of a freestanding imaging device,
including the patient table/bed/couch, gantry, or assembly. The facility is unable to comply with item 4 of the attached evaluation letter
from KGA Architecture, dated December 22, 2025. Due to the location of the existing MRI room and the room being landlocked, we are
unable to meet the minimum clearance of 3 feet on all sides of the magnet/assembly. The existing room is 13'-2" width by 23'-2"
length. In order to meet the 3 feet clearance, the room would need to increase to 14'-5" width by 24'-8" length at a minimum.

Statement of degree of risk of health:

NNRH is the only facility within a 300 mile radius in any direction to provide this level of
service to our community and the outlying critical access hospitals (3 in total) within the 300
mile radius.
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NEVADA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE

Attention: Please read this section closely. Your request for variance
will be examined against these criteria:

Any person who, because of unique circumstances, is unduly burdened by a regulation of
the State Board of Health and thereby suffers a hardship and the abridgement of a
substantial property right may apply for a variance from a regulation. (NAC 439.200(1)).

1. The State Board of Health will grant a variance from a regulation only if it finds
from the evidence presented at the hearing that:
a. There are circumstances or conditions which:
(1) Are unique to the applicant;
(2) Do not generally affect other persons subject to the regulation;
(3) Make compliance with the regulation unduly burdensome; and
(4) Cause a hardship to and abridge a substantial property right of the
applicant; and
b. Granting the variance:
(1) Is necessary to render substantial justice to the applicant and enable
them to preserve and enjoy their property; and
(2) Will not be detrimental or pose a danger to public health and safety.
2. Whenever an applicant for a variance alleges that they suffer or will suffer
economic hardship by complying with the regulation, they must submit evidence
demonstrating the costs of compliance with the regulation. The Board will consider
the evidence and determine whether those costs are unreasonable. (NAC 439.240)

Therefore, it is important for your variance request to be as complete as possible.
It is your responsibility to attach documentation supporting your variance
request.

Construction: $345,000$100,000 HVAC Upgrades$70,000 Architect/Engineer Fees$10,000 Soft Costs (Reimbursable
Costs, Fees)Total: $525,000
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NEVADA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE

Please state in detail the circumstances or conditions which
demonstrate that:

1. An exceptional and undue hardship results from strict application of the
Regulation:

Our facility has relied on the same MRI equipment since 2005, and it has now reached
end-of-life status. Because the current unit can no longer be serviced or repaired, we have
invested in new MRI technology. We're unable to budget for a major construction needed to
enlarge the MRI room, including removing an exterior wall. We are requesting a variance
from the room-expansion requirement, as achieving the full 3 foot clearance is not possible
within our current space. This variance will allow us to replace outdated equipment and
maintain high-quality care for our community.

2. The variance, if granted, would not:
a. Cause substantial detriment to the public welfare:

We currently provide services using the older equipment in the existing space and do not
foresee any change with the new piece of equipment and its impact on the room's current
footprint. There is no change in care expectations that would cause harm or change in the
standard of care being provided to the patient.

b. Impair substantially the purpose of the regulation from which the applicant
seeks a variance:

Although the existing MRI equipment and room does not provide the full three foot clearance on
the side and rear of the magnet, patient and staff safety is not compromised. A clearance greater
than three feet is provided at the patient table and the front of the magnet, which are the primary
areas of patient positioning, access, and workflow. This greater than 3 foot clearance will be
maintained with the installation of the new MRI equipment to ensure safe, efficient, and effective
patient care.

The patient table associated with the new MRI system is undockable, allowing patients with
limited mobility to be safely transferred onto the table outside of the MRI suite using appropriate
mobility and transfer devices. This feature reduces the risk of injury to both patients and staff and
supports safe patient handling practices.

Additionally, all required equipment service and operational clearances will be maintained in
accordance with General Electric’s final approved design and specifications.
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NEVADA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE

The program may require the following supporting documentation to be
submitted with and as part of this application:

1. Specifics of the request:

2. Alegal description of the property concerned

3. General area identification map of the property concerned

4. A plot map showing locations of all pertinent items and appurtenances
5. Awell log (if applicable)

6. Lab reports (if applicable)

7. Any engineering or construction/remodeling information

8. Other items to be attached

This application must be accompanied by evidence demonstrating the costs of your
compliance with regulations or specific statutory standards. Your request will be placed
on the following Board of Health agenda 40 days or more after receipt by the office, if
accompanied by the required fee (NAC 439.210). The application and supporting
documentation will form the basis for the program staff report and recommendation(s) to
the Board. Failure to respond to the above statements may cause the Board to deny
consideration of the application at the requested Board meeting

O“ am/we are requesting this application for variance be placed on the next regularly
scheduled Board of Health agenda. It is understood that I/we can attend the meeting in
person, at either physical location, and/or we may attend virtually.”

Applicant Signature:

Printed Name:|Gerardo Hernandez

Title: | Sr. Project Manager

Date: | April 17, 2026
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NEVADA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE

Please submit your application for variance by using any of the
following methods:

MAIL TO:

Secretary, State Board of Health
Division of Public and Behavioral Health
4150 Technology Way, Suite 300
Carson City, NV 89706

FAX:
(775) 687-7570

EMAIL:

DPBH@health.nv.gov
StateBOH@health.nv.gov
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ENVIRONMENTS
-4 . FOR HEALTH
ARCHITECTURE

NORTHEASTERN NEVADA REGIONAL HOSPITAL — MRI EQUIP REPLACEMENT | NARRATIVE

April 22, 2026

To maintain the required 3’-0” clearances on all sides for the existing MRI room, we would need to make
major modifications to the existing space. The north exterior wall would need to move plan north 1’-4”
and the sidewall would need to move plan west 1’-2 %”. This change would include modifying the
existing R&F enclosure to accommodate the new layout. In addition, a structural engineer would need
to be engaged to provide details for the extended slab and roofing systems. Also include additional
modifications to electrical and mechanical building systems.

This change would reduce the Entry Vestibule to the MRI room to 6’-9 %" wide.

Construction: $345,000

$100,000 HVAC Upgrades

$70,000 Architect/Engineer Fees

$10,000 Soft Costs (Reimbursable Costs, Fees)
Total: $525,000

Sincerely,

Jerry Hernandez, Sr. Project Manager
E4H Environments for Health Architecture

t 888.781.8441 e4dharchitecture.com | 501 Elm St Suite 500, Dallas, TX 75202


https://e4harchitecture.com

Dashed red line represents modifications to interior and
exterior walls.

Dimensions highlighted in yellow are to existing walls.
Dimensions highlighted in blue are to modified walls.
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BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

IN THE MATTER OF )
NORTHEASTERN NEVADA REGIONAL HOSPITAL )
VARIANCE REQUEST: CASE # 796 )

The Nevada State Board of Health (“Board”), having considered the application of
Northeastern Nevada Regional Hospital for a variance and all other related documents
submitted in support of the application in the above referenced matter, makes the following
Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Decision.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. On April 20, 2026, the Nevada Health Authority, Health Care Purchasing and Compliance
(“Division”) received a request for variance from Nevada Administrative Code (NAC)
449.3154(2).

2. NAC 449.3154 (2) states:

Except as otherwise provided in this section, any new construction, remodeling or change
in the use of a hospital must comply with the applicable provisions of the guidelines
adopted by reference in paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection 1 of NAC 449.0105, unless
the remodeling is limited to refurbishing an area of the hospital, including, without
limitation, painting the area, replacing the flooring in the area, repairing windows in the
area and replacing window or wall coverings in the area.

See NAC 449.3154 (2).

Further, NAC 449.0105 (1)(c) states:

Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospitals and Outpatient Facilities (2022 Ed.),
in the form most recently published by the Facility Guidelines Institute, unless the Board
gives notice that the most recent revision is not suitable for this State pursuant to
subsection 2. A copy of the guidelines may be obtained from the Facility Guidelines
Institute at AHA Services, Inc., P.O. Box 933283, Atlanta, Georgia 31193-3283, at the
internet address http://www.fgiguidelines.org/ or by telephone at (800) 242-2626, for
the price of $200.

See NAC 449.0105 (1)(c)



The Facility Guidelines Institute (hereinafter referred to as “FGI”), Guidelines for Design
and Construction of Hospitals (2022 Ed.)

2.2-3.5.2 Imaging Rooms
The requirements in this section shall apply to imaging rooms for all modalities
except where indicated.

2.2-3.5.2.2 Space requirements

(1) Clearances. Imaging rooms shall be sized and configured to provide the
minimum clearances described here:

(a) Class 1 imaging rooms

(i) A clearance of 3 feet (91.44 centimeters) shall be provided around the imaging
devices.

(ii) This clearance shall be provided on all sides of a freestanding imaging device,
including the patient table/bed/couch, gantry, or assembly.

2.2-3.5.5 Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) Facilities

2.2-3.5.5.2 MRI scanner room
(1) (1) MRI scanner rooms shall meet the requirements in sections 2.2-

3.5.1 (Imaging Services — General) and 2.2-2.3.5.2 (Imaging Rooms) as

amended in this section.
Northeastern Nevada Regional Hospital (“NNRH”) has requested a variance from the
requirements of NAC 449.3154(2). Specifically, NNRH seeks a variance from the
requirement that there be at least 3 feet of clearance on all sides of a freestanding
imaging device, including the patient table, gantry, or assembly. This regulation is
intended to ensure patients and staff have a sufficient space for the necessary imaging
procedures. In addition, the clearance requirement is intended to accommodate
nonambulatory patients who require staff assistance in being placed on and removed
from the imaging table.
NAC 449.3154(2) requires hospitals to comply with current construction standards when
undertaking new construction or remodeling. FGI requires a minimum of 3 feet of
clearance on all sides of the patient table, gantry, or assembly. In meeting the clinical

needs of patients, staff may be required to assist patients on and off the table, which



necessitates 3 feet of clearance on all sides. In addition, in the event of a medical
emergency, resuscitation may be required on the imaging table, bed, or couch.

In August 2025, the Division’s third-party plan reviewer identified through desk review
that the clearances around the MRI equipment did not meet the required three-foot
clearance. On April 20, 2026, NNRH determined the extent of the additional construction
that would be necessary to achieve the required three-foot clearance and submitted a
request for a variance to FGI.

NNRH has been providing MRI services in the existing MRl room with less than three feet
clearance on the side and rear of the magnet. However, more than three feet of clearance
is provided at the patient table and the front of the magnet, which are the primary areas
for patient positioning, access, and workflow. This clearance will be maintained with the
installation of the new MRI equipment to ensure safe, efficient, and effective patient care.
The patient table associated with the new MRI system is undockable, which allows
patients with limited mobility to be safely transferred onto the table outside the MRI suite
using appropriate mobility and transfer devices. This feature reduces the risk of injury to
patients and staff and supports safe patient-handling practices.

On April 22, 2026, the Division received communication from NNRH in which hospital
representatives provided one option for achieving the required three (3)-foot clearance;
however, that option would create an exceptional and undue hardship. NNRH is a Critical
Access Hospital and faces substantial financial limitations. To comply, NNRH would be
required to resubmit the project plans, increase the project scope, and delay
commencement of operations by approximately twelve (12) months.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

This matter is properly before the Board pursuant to NRS 439.200, and determination of
the matter on the merits is properly within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction.

NRS 439.200 provides:

The State Board of Health may grant a variance from the requirements of a

regulation if it finds that:



a. Strict application of that regulation would result in exceptional and undue
hardship to the person requesting the variance; and
b. The variance, if granted, would not:
1. Cause substantial detriment to the public welfare; or
2. Impair substantially the purpose of the regulation.
The Board finds that strict application of the regulation would result in an exceptional and
undue hardship.

The Board finds that granting this variance would not substantially impair the purpose of

the regulation or cause a substantial detriment to the public welfare.



ORDER

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and good cause appearing,
therefore, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that the variance to NAC
449.3154(2) is APPROVED as presented; specifically, the hospital will be allowed to have

clearances around MRI equipment less than the required 3 feet.

DATED this 5 day of June , 2026

Jon Pennell, DVM, Chairperson

Department of Health and Human Services



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

| hereby certify that | am employed by the Nevada Health Authority, Division of Purchasing and

Compliance, and that on the 6 day of _March , 2026, | served the foregoing

FINDINGS OF FACT AND DECISION by mailing a copy thereof to:

Northeastern Nevada Regional Hospital
C/O: Steve Simpson
2001 Errecart Blvd.
Elko, Nevada 89801
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The patient table associated with the new MRI system is undockable, allowing patients with limited mobility to be safely transferred onto the table outside of the MRI suite using appropriate mobility and transfer devices. This feature reduces the risk of injury to both patients and staff and supports safe patient handling practices.
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