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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Assembly Bill (AB) 405, enacted during Nevada's 83rd Legislative Session, directed the Council on 
Food Security (CFS) to conduct a study during the 2025–2026 Legislative interim to evaluate food 
insecurity in Nevada and develop strategies to coordinate statewide efforts to address food 
insecurity. 

    
REQUIREMENTS OF ASSEMBLY BILL 405 
Assembly Bill 405 directs the Council on Food Security to conduct a study evaluating food 
insecurity in Nevada and developing strategies to coordinate statewide efforts to address food 
insecurity.1 
 
The legislation requires the study to include: 

1. An evaluation of existing laws and policies designed to address food insecurity; 
2. Identification of areas where community gardens and urban farms could be developed to 

reduce food insecurity; 
3. A study of coordination among state government, local governments, and private 

organizations working to address food insecurity; and 
4. Recommendations for strategies that improve statewide coordination and reduce food 

insecurity. 
 

The legislation further requires the Council to submit a written report of its findings to the Director 
of the Nevada Department of Agriculture and the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau no 
later than December 1, 2026. 
 
To fulfill these requirements, the Council established a subcommittee that conducted policy 
reviews, examined existing food security resources and mapping efforts, reviewed current statutory 
authorities related to food access and urban agriculture, and initiated efforts to document 
coordination among organizations working to address food insecurity throughout Nevada. 
 
The Council reviewed XX food-access-related laws and policies affecting food production, 
processing, distribution, access, and nutrition assistance programs. Preliminary findings indicate 
policies with clearly assigned implementation responsibilities, measurable outcomes, and 
dedicated funding mechanisms generally received higher scoring evaluations than policies lacking 
implementation guidance or funding support. 
 
The Council also identified existing resources to assist in evaluating opportunities for community 
gardens and urban farms, including food access mapping and vacant land inventories developed 
by the Southern Nevada Food Policy Council. Similar statewide resources remain under 
development in portions of Northern Nevada. 
 
The Council's recommendation development process remains ongoing. Additional discussion and 
consideration of recommendations is anticipated during future Council meetings. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 
 
The purpose of this report is to document the Council's activities undertaken pursuant to AB 405 
and summarize findings developed through the study process. This report is intended to inform the 
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Nevada Legislature, state agencies, local governments, community organizations, and members of 
the public regarding the current landscape of food insecurity policy and coordination efforts within 
Nevada. The report also provides an overview of existing food-security-related laws, community 
food system initiatives, and opportunities for future discussion by the Council regarding statewide 
food security coordination. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Food Security in Nevada 

Food security is commonly defined as having consistent physical and economic access to sufficient        
food to meet dietary needs and support an active and healthy life. According to Feeding America's        
Map the Meal Gap 2025 study (2023 estimates), approximately 481,460 Nevadans experienced food        
insecurity, representing 15.1 % of the state's population. Feeding America further estimates an annual    
food budget shortfall of approximately $316 million statewide, reflecting the gap between available        
household resources and the cost of obtaining adequate food.2  

  Food insecurity affects both urban and rural communities throughout Nevada and varies across              
geographic regions, demographic groups, and household types. County-level estimates developed        
through Feeding America's Map the Meal Gap project indicate that food insecurity exists in every            
Nevada county, reinforcing the importance of statewide coordination among public agencies,                
nonprofit organizations, food assistance programs, and community partners. 

 
During the AB 405 study process, the Council utilized a food security framework that had previously 
been incorporated into food policy evaluation efforts conducted by the Southern Nevada Food 
Council (SNFC). The framework considers four dimensions of food security: 

• Availability – whether food is consistently available and sufficient to meet community needs; 
• Accessibility – whether food can be reasonably accessed by residents; 
• Affordability – whether food is reasonably priced relative to household income; and 
• Appropriateness – whether available foods meet cultural, health, and community 
preferences. 

 
The Council also recognized the related concept of nutrition security, which emphasizes access to 
affordable foods that promote health and reduce risk of chronic disease. 
 
 
 
Council on Food Security 
The Council on Food Security was established in statute pursuant to NRS 232.4966 9,10 and operates 
within the Department of Human Services. The Council's responsibilities include developing, 
coordinating, and implementing a statewide food system; increasing access to food resource 
programs; supporting participation in federal nutrition programs; increasing food system capacity; 
researching community gardens and urban farms; reviewing food-related legislation; and advising 
the Governor on food policy matters. 
 
Nevada Food Security Strategic Plan 
Nevada's Food Security Strategic Plan serves as a guiding framework for statewide food security 
efforts.3 

The Strategic Plan identifies priorities related to: 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-232.html#NRS232Sec4966
https://www.washoecounty.gov/seniorsrv/senior_services_advisory_board/2023/files/FINAL_FSSP.pdf
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• Strengthening leadership and coordination; 
• Increasing food production capacity; 
• Improving food movement and distribution systems; 
• Expanding nutrition access and utilization; and 
• Supporting sustainable and equitable food systems. 

Many of the themes identified within the Strategic Plan align directly with the requirements 
established under AB405 and informed the Council's study activities. 
 
 

METHODOLOGY 
 
To fulfill the requirements of AB 405, the CFS established a structured review process during the 
2025–2026 interim. The study was organized around the four areas specifically identified in statute 4: 

1. Evaluation of existing laws and policies designed to address food insecurity; 
2. Identification of opportunities for community gardens and urban farms; 
3. Assessment of coordination among state government, local governments, and private 

organizations; and 
4. Development of strategies and recommendations to improve statewide coordination and 

reduce food insecurity. 
 

Study Approach 
The Council conducted its review through regularly scheduled Council meetings and monthly 
subcommittee meetings that were conducted in accordance with Nevada’s Open Meeting Law 
(OML) and were open to the public. These meetings included interest holder discussions, policy 
analysis activities, and review of existing food security planning documents. The study incorporated 
information from state agencies, local governments, nonprofit organizations, food councils, and 
other interest holders engaged in Nevada's food system. 
The Council also reviewed information contained within the Nevada Food Security Strategic Plan 
and considered ongoing food security initiatives occurring throughout the State. 
 
Table 1 outlines the policy evaluation framework utilized by the Council during review of food-
access-related policies as part of the AB 405 study process. The framework was designed to provide 
a standardized method for assessing both the potential impact of a policy on food security and the 
strength of its implementation characteristics. Policies were evaluated based on food security 
impact, organizational responsibility, tracking and reporting mechanisms, and fiscal support, 
resulting in a total possible score ranging from 0 to 8 points. This framework served as the 
foundation for the Council's comparative analysis of food security policies enacted between 2013 
and 2025. 
 
Table 1. Policy Evaluation Framework Used by the Council on Food Security 
 

Evaluation Criterion Assessment Question Score 
Range 

A. Food Security Impact How well does the policy address food security in 
Nevada? 1–5 Points 

B. Organizational 
Responsibility 

Is implementation assigned to a specific organization or 
entity? 0–1 Point 

C. Tracking and 
Reporting 

Are outcomes measurable through tracking, reporting, 
or performance metrics? 0–1 Point 
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Evaluation Criterion Assessment Question Score 
Range 

D. Fiscal Support Is dedicated funding, a fiscal note, or other financial 
support attached to the policy? 0–1 Point 

Total Possible Score Sum of Criteria A–D 0–8 
Points 

 
Scoring Formula 
Food Security Impact = Criterion A 
Implementation Language Quality = Criteria B + C + D 
Overall Policy Score = A + B + C + D 
Source: Council on Food Security Policy Evaluation Workshop, 2026. 5 

 
Policy Evaluation Process 
To evaluate existing laws and policies related to food security, the Council reviewed XX food-access-
related policies and legislative actions previously identified through food policy review efforts 
including work conducted by SNFC. The Council utilized this inventory as a starting point for its AB 
405 review and applied its policy evaluation framework to assess food security impact and 
implementation characteristics. Policies examined included initiatives related to food production, 
food processing, food distribution, nutrition assistance programs, school nutrition programs, 
community food systems, and food access. 
 
A policy workshop and scoring process were conducted to assess each policy using a standardized 
evaluation framework. The framework considered both the potential impact of a policy on 
foodsecurity and the strength of its implementation structure.6. 
 
Policies were evaluated using the following criteria: 

• Food Security Impact – the extent to which a policy addresses food security needs in   
  Nevada; 
• Implementation Responsibility – whether implementation authority is assigned to a specific      
organization or entity. 
• Measurable Outcomes – whether policy outcomes can be monitored or evaluated; 
• Funding Support – whether funding mechanisms or fiscal support were identified. 
 

Food Security Impact was scored on a scale of one to five points. Implementation Responsibility, 
Measurable Outcomes, and Funding Support each received either zero or one point. The maximum 
possible score for any policy was eight points. 
The purpose of the evaluation scoring process was intended to provide a structured method for 
comparing policy characteristics and identifying common implementation factors among food-
security-related initiatives. 
 
(input matrix here)7  
 
Community Gardens and Urban Agriculture Assessment 
To address statutory requirements related to community gardens and urban farms, the Council 
reviewed existing mapping resources, land-use information, and community food system initiatives 
occurring throughout Nevada. 
The Council examined available food access mapping tools, vacant land inventories, and other 
planning resources that may assist in identifying locations where community gardens or urban 
agriculture projects could contribute to local food access efforts. 
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Coordination Assessment 
To evaluate statewide coordination efforts, the Council reviewed existing partnerships among state 
agencies, local governments, nonprofit organizations, food councils, educational institutions, food 
banks, agricultural interest holders, and community organizations. 
The Council also initiated efforts to identify existing coordination structures, areas of collaboration, 
and opportunities for improved alignment among organizations working to address food 
insecurity. 
 
Study Limitations 
As for the preparation of this draft report, portions of the Council's work remain ongoing. Additional 
interest holder engagement, data review, and recommendation development activities are 
anticipated during future Council meetings. 
Accordingly, findings presented in this report reflect information available during the initial phases 
of the AB 405 study process and may be supplemented or revised as additional information 
becomes available. 

 
FINDING 1: EVALUATION OF EXISTING LAWS AND POLICIES 
 
Overview 
Assembly Bill 405 requires the CFS to evaluate existing laws and policies designed to address food 
insecurity in Nevada. To fulfill this requirement, the Council reviewed approximately XX policies and 
legislative actions affecting various components of Nevada's food system, including food 
production, processing, distribution, access, nutrition assistance, and community food systems. 
 
The policy review process was intended to provide a structured assessment of existing food-
security-related initiatives and identify common characteristics associated with successful 
implementation. The review was not intended to evaluate whether individual policies should be 
expanded, modified, or for any other action. Rather, the purpose was to identify strengths, gaps, 
and recurring themes across Nevada's food security policy landscape from the lens of CFS 
members. 
 
Policy Review Process 
The Council utilized a standardized evaluation framework that was adapted from prior food policy 
review efforts conducted by the Southern Nevada Food Council (SNFC). Through the AB 405 study 
process, the Council applied this framework to evaluate policies according to CFS's determination 
of both their potential contribution to food security and the strength of their implementation 
mechanisms.⁶ 
Each policy received a score based on four criteria: 

• Food Security Impact 
• Implementation Responsibility 
• Measurable Outcomes 
• Funding Support 

 
Food Security Impact was assigned a score ranging from one to five points. The remaining criteria 
each received a score of either zero or one point. The maximum possible score for a policy was 
eight points. 
 
This framework enabled the Council to compare policies across multiple sectors of the food system 
while applying a consistent methodology. 
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Policy Review Results 
The Council's review included policies addressing school nutrition, nutrition assistance programs, 
local food procurement, food distribution systems, urban agriculture, community food access, and 
agricultural development. 
 
Several policies received relatively high scores during the review process. These policies generally 
demonstrated a combination of strong food security impact, clearly identified implementation 
responsibilities, measurable outcomes, and dedicated funding support. 
 
Examples of highly rated policies included initiatives related to school nutrition programs, 
supplemental food assistance programs, and food procurement efforts designed to strengthen 
connections between Nevada agriculture and food access programs. 
 
In contrast, policies receiving lower scores often lacked one or more implementation components, 
such as designated funding sources, measurable performance indicators, or clearly assigned 
implementation responsibilities. 

 
Table 2 summarizes the policy evaluation conducted by the CFS as part of the AB 405 study 
process. Policies were scored using criteria related to food security impact, organizational 
responsibility, tracking and reporting, and fiscal support. Scores are presented in descending order 
based on total points awarded during the evaluation process. 8 

 
Table 2. Food Access Policy Evaluation Results 
 

Rank Policy Category Total 
Score 

1 Senate Bill (SB) 503 – Breakfast After the Bell  Consumption 7 

1 AB 171 – School Quality of Eggs (SQO)  Distribution 7 

3 
SB 490 – Supplemental Food Program Directed by Nevada 
Department of Agriculture (NDA)  Distribution 6 

3 SB 485 – SNAP Eligibility  Distribution 6 

3 SB 323 – SNAP Work  Distribution 6 

3 SB 443 – Senior Meal Reimbursement  Distribution 6 

3 NRS 232.4966 – Creation of Council on Food Security  Production 6 

3 NRS 232.4968 – Duties of Council on Food Security  Production 6 

3 SB 206 – Cottage Food  Processing 6 

https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/78th2015/Bills/SB/SB503.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Bills/AB/AB171.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Bills/SB/SB490_EN.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Bills/SB/SB490_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/77th2013/Bill/521/Text
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/79th2017/Bill/5309/Text
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Bills/SB/SB443.pdf
https://nevada.public.law/statutes/nrs_232.4966
https://nevada.public.law/statutes/nrs_232.4968
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Bills/SB/SB206_EN.pdf
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Rank Policy Category Total 
Score 

3 SB 441 – Craft Food  Processing 6 

3 SB 370 – Creates Home Feeds Nevada  Distribution 6 

3 
Ordinance 11.10.150 – Alternative Payment of Fines Donation 
Program  Distribution 6 

3 SB 233 – Home Feeds Nevada  Distribution 6 

14 AB 107 – Tracking Free/Reduced Priced Lunch (FRPL)  Consumption 5 

14 
SB 104 – School Gardens Funding Under Department of 
Education  Production 5 

14 AB 405 – Community Gardens and Urban Farms  Production 5 

14 AB 352 – Cottage Foods with NDA  Production 5 

14 AB 251 – Meat/Poultry Inspection  Processing 5 

14 SB 92 – Sidewalk Vendors  Distribution 5 

20 AB 345 – Higher Education Food Security  Consumption 4 

20 AB 479 – Tax on Agricultural Land  Production 4 

20 SB 178 – Food for People Not Landfills  Distribution 4 

20 NRS 268.0191 – Powers and Duties  Distribution 4 

20 NRS 244.291 – Ordinance  Distribution 4 

25 SB 167 – School Gardens Funding at Title I Schools for NDA  Production 3 

25 AB 333 – Nevada State Fair Grounds  Production 3 

25 SB 297 – Urban Farming and Community Gardens  Production 3 

25 SB 390 – Poultry Processing Initiative  Processing 3 

https://agri.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/agrinvgov/Content/Food/Craft_Foods/SB441_EN.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/81st2021/Bills/SB/SB370_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/law1.html
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/law1.html
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Bills/SB/SB233.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/78th2015/Bill/1383/Text
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Bills/SB/SB104_EN.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Bills/SB/SB104_EN.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Bills/AB/AB405.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12446/Text
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Bills/AB/AB251.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/82nd2023/Bills/SB/SB92.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Bills/AB/AB345_R1.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Bills/AB/AB479_R1.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Bills/SB/SB178.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-268.html#NRS268Sec0191
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-244.html#NRS244Sec291
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/79th2017/Bills/SB/SB167_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12425/Text
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/81st2021/Bills/SB/SB297_EN.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Bills/SB/SB390_EN.pdf
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Rank Policy Category Total 
Score 

29 AB 200 – Farm to Fork  Production 2 

29 AB 326 – Fresh Food Retails – New Market Jobs Act  Distribution 2 

29 
AB 337 – School Gardens, Farm2School, Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable Program (FFVP  Production 2 

29 
SB 458 – School Gardens Funding at Title I Schools for 
Nonprofits  Production 2 

33 SB 429 – Urban Agriculture Zones  Production 1 

33 AB 116 – Food Delivery Service Providers  Distribution 1 

 
Key Theme 1: Implementation of Structure Influences Policy Effectiveness 
One of the most consistent observations emerging from the policy review was the importance of 
implementation structure. 
Policies that identified a responsible agency or organization, established measurable outcomes, 
and included funding mechanisms generally received higher evaluations than policies lacking 
these elements. 
The review suggested t implementation considerations may play an important role in determining 
how effectively a policy can achieve its intended objectives. While policy goals varied considerably 
across the food system, successful implementation frequently depended upon clearly defined 
administrative responsibilities and available resources. 
 
Key Theme 2: Food Distribution and Food Access Policies Received Strong Evaluations 
The policy review identified numerous highly rated initiatives focused on food distribution, food 
access, and nutrition assistance. 
Programs supporting school meals, supplemental food distribution, food purchasing programs, and 
nutrition assistance systems generally demonstrated strong implementation characteristics and 
direct connections to food security outcomes. 
These findings reflect Nevada's continued investment in programs designed to increase food 
access and improve food distribution networks throughout the State. 
 
Key Theme 3: Food Production and Processing Emerged as Areas for Further Discussion 
During policy review discussions, Council members noted that comparatively fewer highly rated 
policies focused on food production and food processing. 
While production and processing policies were recognized as important components of a resilient 
food system, some initiatives lacked implementation supports that were present in higher-scoring 
food distribution and nutrition assistance programs. 
This observation does not indicate that production and processing initiatives are less important to 
food security outcomes. Rather, it reflects differences in policy design, implementation structure, 
and available resources among the policies reviewed. 
 
Key Theme 4: Measurable Outcomes Support Evaluation and Accountability 

https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Bills/AB/AB200.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Bills/AB/AB326_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/77th2013/Bill/658/Text
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/77th2013/Bill/658/Text
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Bills/SB/SB458_R1.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Bills/SB/SB458_R1.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/79th2017/Bills/SB/SB429_EN.pdf
https://archive.leg.state.nv.us/Session/83rd2025/Bills/AB/AB116_EN.pdf
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The review process highlighted the value of measurable outcomes in policy implementation. 
Policies that established performance measures, reporting requirements, or identifiable outcomes 
were generally easier to evaluate than policies lacking measurable benchmarks. 
The Council observed that performance measures may support ongoing evaluation efforts and help 
policymakers assess progress toward intended objectives. 
 
Limitations of Policy Review 
The policy evaluation framework was developed as a comparative assessment tool and was not 
intended to serve as a comprehensive cost-benefit analysis or program evaluation. 
Policy scores reflect the Council's review methodology and should not be interpreted as a definitive 
measure of policy success. Instead, the scores provide a structured means of comparing policy 
characteristics and identifying implementation trends across Nevada's food security policy 
environment. 
 
Summary of Findings 
The Council's review identified a wide-ranging portfolio of laws and policies addressing food 
insecurity in Nevada. Preliminary findings suggest policies with dedicated funding, assigned 
implementation responsibilities, and measurable outcomes frequently demonstrated stronger 
implementation characteristics than policies lacking these elements per the CFS. 
The review also identified food production and food processing as recurring areas of discussion, 
while food distribution and food access programs generally exhibited well-developed 
implementation structures. These observations may inform future Council discussions regarding 
statewide food security coordination and policy development. 
 
FINDING 2: COMMUNITY GARDENS AND URBAN AGRICULTURE 
 
Overview 
AB 405 directs the CFS to identify areas within Nevada where community gardens and urban farms 
could be developed to reduce food insecurity. To address this requirement, the Council reviewed 
existing statutory authorities, available mapping resources, land-use information, and current 
community food production initiatives occurring throughout the state. 
 
Community gardens and urban agriculture initiatives represent one component of Nevada's 
broader food system and may contribute to local food access, community engagement, nutrition 
education, and food system resilience. The Council's review focused on identifying existing 
resources and opportunities that may support future community food production efforts. 
 
Existing Statutory Framework 
Nevada has established several statutory provisions intended to encourage the development of 
community gardens and urban farms. 
 
Current statutes authorize and encourage various public entities to support community gardening 
and urban agriculture activities through land use planning, resource allocation, and community 
development efforts. Existing law also authorizes certain local governments to lease or utilize public 
land for community gardening purposes and provides tax-related incentives under specific 
circumstances. 
 
In addition, the CFS is statutorily directed to promote and encourage the development of 
community gardens and urban farms as part of its broader food security responsibilities. 
 
Collectively, these provisions provide a foundation for local governments and community 
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organizations seeking to develop community food production projects. 
 
Relationship with Nevada Food Security Strategic Plan 
Community gardens and urban agriculture are also incorporated within Nevada's Food Security 
Strategic Plan, particularly through the "Grow" pillar, which focuses on increasing food production 
capacity and strengthening local food systems. 
 
The Strategic Plan recognizes that Nevada imports a substantial portion of its food supply and 
identifies opportunities to expand local food production, improve connections between producers 
and consumers, and strengthen community-based food systems. 
Although community gardens alone are not intended to address all dimensions of food insecurity, 
they may serve as one strategy among several approaches intended to improve local food access 
and community engagement. 
 
Food Access Mapping and Planning Resources 
As part of the AB 405 study process, the Council reviewed existing food access mapping and 
planning resources available within Nevada. 
 
In Southern Nevada, interest holders have developed food access maps and vacant land inventories 
that may assist in identifying locations where community gardens, urban farms, or other food 
production initiatives could potentially be established. These resources provide information 
regarding food access conditions and land availability that may support future planning efforts. 
During Council discussions, members noted that approximately 40,000 acres of vacant land have 
been identified through existing inventories in Southern Nevada. While not all identified parcels 
would be suitable for food production activities, these resources may provide a starting point for 
future analysis and planning efforts. 
 
The availability of mapping resources varies across regions of the State. Council discussions 
indicated food access mapping efforts in portions of Northern Nevada remain under development, 
and additional information may be needed to support statewide assessments of potential urban 
agriculture opportunities. 
 
(Insert mapping here) 
 
Opportunities and Considerations Identified During Review 
Throughout the study process, Council members discussed several factors that may influence the 
development of community gardens and urban agriculture projects. 
Factors discussed included: 

• Availability of suitable land; 
• Water access and infrastructure considerations; 
• Local zoning and land-use regulations; 
• Community interest and organizational capacity; 
• Long-term maintenance requirements; 
• Partnerships among local governments, nonprofit organizations, schools, and community         
groups; and 
• Alignment with broader food access and community development goals. 

Council discussions also emphasized successful community garden initiatives often depend upon 
sustained local leadership, community participation, and organizational support. 
 
Need for Additional Assessment 
As part of ongoing discussions, Council members identified potential opportunities for additional 

https://sites.google.com/view/sonvfc/resources/2025-food-access-map
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statewide assessment of food access conditions, land availability, and community food production 
capacity. 
 
Existing mapping resources and inventories provide useful information in some regions of Nevada; 
however, comparable information is not currently available statewide. Additional assessment 
efforts may assist policymakers, local governments, and community organizations in identifying 
areas where community gardens or urban agriculture initiatives could complement existing food 
security strategies. 
 
Summary of Findings 
Nevada has established statutory authority and policy support for community gardens and urban 
agriculture initiatives. Existing planning resources, including food access maps and vacant land 
inventories, provide useful tools for identifying potential opportunities in portions of the state. 
The Council's review found that community gardens and urban farms may contribute to local food 
access and community food system development when supported by appropriate planning, 
infrastructure, and community partnerships. The review also identified variations in available data 
and planning resources across Nevada, suggesting that additional statewide assessment may 
support future decision-making and program development. 
 
 

FINDING 3: COORDINATION OF STATE, LOCAL, AND PRIVATE EFFORTS 
 
Overview 
AB 405 directs the CFS to study the coordination of efforts among state government, local 
governments, and private organizations working to address food insecurity in Nevada. 
Food insecurity is influenced by numerous factors, including food production, food distribution, 
transportation, economic conditions, access to nutrition assistance programs, and community 
capacity. As a result, efforts to address food insecurity often involve multiple organizations 
operating across different sectors and geographic regions. 
The Council's review examined existing coordination structures, partnerships, and collaborative 
activities occurring throughout Nevada's food system. 
 
Nevada's Food Security Network 
Nevada's food security system consists of a network of public agencies, nonprofit organizations, 
educational institutions, community organizations, agricultural interest holders, and private-sector 
partners. 
Key participants include: 

• Nevada Department of Human Services; 
• Division of Public and Behavioral Health; 
• Office of Food Security; 
• Nevada Department of Agriculture; 
• Local governments; 
• Tribal governments and tribal organizations; 
• Food banks and food pantries; 
• Community-based organizations; 
• School districts and educational institutions; 
• Agricultural producers; 
• Local food councils; and 
• Federal program partners. 

Many organizations perform distinct roles within the food system while also participating in 
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collaborative efforts that support food access, nutrition assistance, food production, and food 
distribution. 
 
Role of the Council on Food Security 
The CFS serves as a statewide advisory body charged with supporting coordination among 
organizations involved in food system activities. 
The Council's statutory responsibilities include: 

• Developing and coordinating a statewide food system; 
• Increasing access to food resources; 
• Supporting participation in federal nutrition assistance programs; 
• Encouraging community gardens and urban farms; 
• Reviewing food-related legislation; 
• Advising the Governor regarding food security issues; and 
• Promoting collaboration among interest holders. 

Because Council membership includes representatives from multiple sectors, the Council provides 
a forum for discussion and information sharing among organizations that may not otherwise 
regularly interact. 
 
Relationship with Nevada Food Security Strategic Plan 
Coordination is a recurring theme throughout Nevada's Food Security Strategic Plan. 
The Strategic Plan identifies collaboration among agencies, organizations, and interest holders as 
an important component of statewide food security efforts. Several objectives within the Strategic 
Plan focus on strengthening partnerships, reducing duplication of effort, improving 
communication, and increasing alignment among organizations working within the food system. 
Council discussions conducted pursuant to AB 405 frequently referenced priorities identified in the 
Strategic Plan and considered how existing coordination efforts support broader statewide food 
security goals. 
 
(SHIP information will be entered here) 
 
Existing Collaborative Efforts 
During the study process, the Council reviewed examples of collaboration occurring throughout 
Nevada's food system. 
Examples include: 

• Nutrition Assistance Programs - Federal nutrition assistance programs such as the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Women, Infants and Children (WIC), 
and school nutrition programs require coordination among federal agencies, state agencies, 
local governments, schools, healthcare providers, and community organizations. 

• Food Distribution Networks - Food banks, food pantries, community organizations, 
agricultural producers, transportation partners, and government agencies frequently 
collaborate to distribute food resources throughout Nevada communities. 

• Local Food Councils - Regional food councils provide opportunities for interest holders to 
coordinate food system planning, identify community needs, and support local food 
initiatives. 

• Agricultural and Food Procurement Initiatives - Programs connecting Nevada producers 
with schools, food banks, and community organizations require coordination among 
agricultural interest holders, state agencies, nonprofit organizations, and institutional 
purchasers. 

• Partner Mapping and Interest Holder Identification - As part of the AB405 study process, the 
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Council initiated efforts to identify organizations engaged in food security activities 
throughout Nevada. 

 
 
The purpose of this effort was to better understand existing partnerships, identify areas of 
collaboration, and document the range of organizations contributing to food security initiatives. 
Council discussions indicated that many organizations are already engaged in food security 
activities; however, the scale, scope, and geographic coverage of these activities may vary 
considerably across the state. 
 
Emerging Themes from Council Discussions 
Several themes emerged during Council discussions regarding statewide coordination. 

 

• Cross-Sector Collaboration - Food security initiatives frequently involve multiple sectors, 
including public health, agriculture, education, economic development, transportation, and 
community services. Council members noted the importance of maintaining 
communication and collaboration across these sectors. 

• Regional Variation - Nevada's geography presents unique opportunities and challenges for 
food security coordination. Urban, rural, frontier, and Tribal communities may experience 
different food access conditions and may require different approaches to coordination and 
service delivery. 

• Information Sharing - Council discussions emphasized the value of information sharing 
among organizations. Existing planning efforts, food access data, community assessments, 
and program information may support more informed decision-making when shared 
among interest holders. 

• Alignment of Efforts - Council members discussed opportunities to better understand how 
existing programs, initiatives, and organizations contribute to statewide food security 
objectives. Improved understanding of these relationships may support future planning and 
coordination efforts. 

 
Summary of Findings 
The Council's review found that Nevada's food security system relies upon collaboration among 
numerous publics, private, nonprofit, Tribal, and community partners. 
Existing coordination efforts occur through formal programs, strategic planning initiatives, regional 
food councils, nutrition assistance programs, and community-based partnerships. The Council's 
review also identified opportunities for continued assessment of organizational relationships, 
information sharing practices, and statewide coordination strategies as the AB 405 study process 
continues. 
 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
Pursuant to AB 405, the CFS conducted a review of food-security-related laws and policies, 
examined opportunities for community gardens and urban agriculture, and assessed coordination 
efforts among organizations working to address food insecurity in Nevada. 
 
Several findings emerged during the Council's review conducted pursuant to Assembly Bill 405.  
 
Finding 1: Nevada Has Established an Assorted Food Security Policy Framework 
The Council reviewed approximately  XX policies and legislative initiatives related to food 
production, food processing, food distribution, nutrition assistance, school nutrition, and 
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community food systems. 
The review found that Nevada has established a broad range of policies intended to address food 
insecurity through multiple approaches. These efforts span direct food assistance programs, 
agricultural initiatives, food procurement programs, nutrition programs, and community-based 
food access strategies. 
 
Finding 2: Policies With Defined Implementation Structures Frequently Demonstrated Stronger 
Implementation Characteristics 
The Council's policy review identified recurring implementation factors among highly rated policies. 
Policies with assigned implementation responsibilities, measurable outcomes, and dedicated 
funding mechanisms generally demonstrated stronger implementation characteristics than 
policies lacking these elements. 
These observations were consistent across multiple areas of Nevada's food system and may provide 
useful context for future policy discussions. 
 
Finding 3: Food Distribution and Food Access Programs Represent Significant Components of 
Nevada's Food Security Efforts 
Many of the highest-rated policies reviewed by the Council focused on food distribution systems, 
nutrition assistance programs, school nutrition initiatives, and food access efforts. 
These programs represent important components of Nevada's existing food security infrastructure 
and involve coordination among numerous public and private partners. 
 
Finding 4: Community Gardens and Urban Agriculture Remain Supported Through Existing 
Statutory Authorities 
Nevada has established statutory provisions supporting the development of community gardens 
and urban farms. Existing planning tools, food access maps, and vacant land inventories may 
provide useful resources for identifying future opportunities for community food production 
initiatives. 
The Council also identified opportunities for additional assessment and planning activities that may 
support future community garden and urban agriculture efforts. 
 
Finding 5: Existing Planning Resources and Data Availability Vary Across Regions of Nevada 
The Council's review identified differences in the availability of food access mapping resources and 
planning tools across Nevada. 
Existing resources in some regions provide useful information regarding food access conditions 
and land availability, while similar information remains under development in other areas of the 
state. 
 
Finding 6: Coordination Is a Central Component of Nevada's Food Security System 
Food security efforts in Nevada rely upon collaboration among state agencies, local governments, 
Tribal governments, nonprofit organizations, food banks, educational institutions, agricultural 
interest holders, and community organizations. 
The Council's review found that coordination activities occur through a variety of formal and 
informal partnerships and align with priorities identified in Nevada's Food Security Strategic Plan. 
 
Finding 7: Additional Review and Recommendation Development Remain Ongoing 
The Council's work pursuing AB 405 remains ongoing. Additional interest holder engagement, data 
review, and discussion of potential strategies are anticipated during future Council meetings. 
Additional findings, recommendations, and supporting information may be incorporated into 
future drafts as the Council's review and deliberations continue.  
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR FUTURE COUNCIL DISCUSSION 
 
As for the preparation of this draft report, the CFS's recommendation development process remains 
ongoing. Additional discussion is anticipated during future Council meetings and interest-holder 
engagement activities. 
 
The considerations outlined below are intended to summarize recurring themes identified during 
the study process to date. These considerations should not be interpreted as formal 
recommendations of the Council and are presented for future discussion and evaluation. 
 
Consideration 1: Continued Assessment of Statewide Food Access Conditions 
During the study process, the Council reviewed existing food access mapping resources and land-
use inventories available in portions of Nevada. These resources provided valuable information 
regarding food access conditions and potential opportunities for community food production 
initiatives. 
Council discussions identified variations in the availability of food access data and planning 
resources across different regions of the state. Future discussions may consider opportunities to 
further assess food access conditions and planning resources to support local decision-making and 
community food system development efforts. 
 
Consideration 2: Evaluation of Policy Implementation Characteristics 
The Council's policy review identified several implementation characteristics that were commonly 
associated with higher-rated policies, including clearly assigned responsibilities, measurable 
outcomes, and dedicated funding mechanisms. 
Future discussions may consider how implementation characteristics influence the effectiveness of 
food-security-related initiatives and whether additional evaluation tools or performance measures 
may support ongoing policy assessment efforts. 
 
Consideration 3: Food Production and Food Processing Capacity 
Council discussions identified food production and food processing as important components of 
Nevada's food system. 
Future discussions may examine opportunities to better understand how food production, food 
processing, food distribution, and food access initiatives contribute to statewide food security 
objectives and food system resilience. 
 
Consideration 4: Continued Support for Community Gardens and Urban Agriculture 
The Council's review identified existing statutory authorities and planning resources that support 
community gardens and urban agriculture initiatives. 
Future discussions may consider opportunities to better understand local implementation 
practices, community needs, infrastructure requirements, and potential partnerships that support 
community-based food production efforts. 
 
Consideration 5: Strengthening Information Sharing and Coordination 
The Council's review highlighted the extensive network of organizations involved in food security 
efforts throughout Nevada. 
Future discussions may consider opportunities to further document existing partnerships, improve 
information sharing among interest holders, and support alignment among organizations working 
toward common food security objectives. 
 
Consideration 6: Data Collection and Performance Measurement 
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The Council's study process emphasized the importance of data in evaluating food security 
conditions, policy implementation, and program outcomes. 

Future discussions may consider opportunities to strengthen data collection, improve access to 
food-security-related information, and support ongoing evaluation of statewide food security efforts. 
 

Future Recommendation Development 
The Council anticipates continued discussion regarding potential strategies and recommendations 
prior to submission of the final report required by AB 405. 
Recommendations ultimately included in the final report will reflect future Council deliberations, 
interest-holder input, and information developed during the remaining phases of the study 
process. 
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Several findings contained within this draft report were derived from Council meeting notes, 
policy workshop materials, policy evaluation matrices, and other working documents 
developed as part of the AB 405 study process. Additional references may be added as the 
study progresses and the report is updated. 
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2025 CFS Board Members (Updated 1/14/2026) 
Members Description 

Amber Torres A person who is a representative of a food bank serving Northern 
Nevada  

Designee: Dr. Dorian E. 
Stonebarger 

Director of the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development 
or his or her designee within the Office. 

Designee: Dr. Pamela Juniel  The Superintendent of Public Instruction of the Nevada Department 
of education or his or her designee within the Division.  

Designee: Kelly Cantrelle Administrator of the Nevada Division of Welfare and Supportive 
Services or designee from within the Division. 

Designee: Lori Lutu The Administrator of the Aging and Disability Services Division of the 
Department or his or her designee from within the Department 

Dr. Julian Goicoechea 
(Proxies: Brittany Mally & 
Designee: Patricia 
Hoppe)  

Director of the Nevada Department of Agriculture or designee from 
within the Department. 

Dr. Muzafar Makhdoomi Western Regional Director of the United States Department of 
Agriculture or designee from within the Department. 

Dr. Sabina Malik A person who is a representative of the University of Nevada 
Cooperative Extension 

Jeff Duncan A person who is a representative of a food bank serving Southern 
Nevada 

Jill Moe One member who is a representative of farmers or ranchers engaged 
in food production 

Marcia Blake The State of Nevada Governor's Designee.  
Nishat Gould One member who is a representative of retailers of food. 

Roberto (Carlos) Carrillo 
A person who is a representative of an organization that provides 
community-based services, including, without limitation, services 
that focus on the social determinants of health, in northern Nevada 

Sara Ramirez 
A person who is a representative of an organization that provides 
community-based services, including, without limitation, services 
that focus on the social determinants of health, in southern Nevada 

Pending The DHS Director or his or her designee  
Designee: Vickie Ives  Administrator of the Nevada Division of Public and Behavioral Health 

or his or her designee from within the Division. 
Vacant A person who possesses knowledge, skill and experience in the 

provision of services to senior citizens and persons with disabilities  
Pending A person who possesses knowledge, skill, and experience in the 

provision of services to children and families 
Vacant A person who is a representative of a local health authority  
Vacant One member representing community-based services (Rural 

Nevada). 
Vacant One member who is a representative of manufacturing that is not 

related to food. 
Vacant One member who is a representative of persons engaged in the 

business of processing or distributing food 
Vacant One member who is a representative of the gaming industry, 

hospitality industry, or restaurant industry. 
Vacant Such other representatives of State Government as may be 

designated by the Governor. 
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	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
	Assembly Bill (AB) 405, enacted during Nevada's 83rd Legislative Session, directed the Council on Food Security (CFS) to conduct a study during the 2025–2026 Legislative interim to evaluate food insecurity in Nevada and develop strategies to coordinat...
	REQUIREMENTS OF ASSEMBLY BILL 405
	Assembly Bill 405 directs the Council on Food Security to conduct a study evaluating food insecurity in Nevada and developing strategies to coordinate statewide efforts to address food insecurity.1
	The legislation requires the study to include:
	1. An evaluation of existing laws and policies designed to address food insecurity;
	2. Identification of areas where community gardens and urban farms could be developed to reduce food insecurity;
	3. A study of coordination among state government, local governments, and private organizations working to address food insecurity; and
	4. Recommendations for strategies that improve statewide coordination and reduce food insecurity.
	The legislation further requires the Council to submit a written report of its findings to the Director of the Nevada Department of Agriculture and the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau no later than December 1, 2026.
	To fulfill these requirements, the Council established a subcommittee that conducted policy reviews, examined existing food security resources and mapping efforts, reviewed current statutory authorities related to food access and urban agriculture, an...
	The Council reviewed XX food-access-related laws and policies affecting food production, processing, distribution, access, and nutrition assistance programs. Preliminary findings indicate policies with clearly assigned implementation responsibilities,...
	The Council also identified existing resources to assist in evaluating opportunities for community gardens and urban farms, including food access mapping and vacant land inventories developed by the Southern Nevada Food Policy Council. Similar statewi...
	The Council's recommendation development process remains ongoing. Additional discussion and consideration of recommendations is anticipated during future Council meetings.
	PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT
	The purpose of this report is to document the Council's activities undertaken pursuant to AB 405 and summarize findings developed through the study process. This report is intended to inform the Nevada Legislature, state agencies, local governments, c...
	BACKGROUND
	Food Security in Nevada
	Food security is commonly defined as having consistent physical and economic access to sufficient        food to meet dietary needs and support an active and healthy life. According to Feeding America's        Map the Meal Gap 2025 study (2023 estimat...
	Food insecurity affects both urban and rural communities throughout Nevada and varies across              geographic regions, demographic groups, and household types. County-level estimates developed        through Feeding America's Map the Meal Gap...
	During the AB 405 study process, the Council utilized a food security framework that had previously been incorporated into food policy evaluation efforts conducted by the Southern Nevada Food Council (SNFC). The framework considers four dimensions of ...
	• Availability – whether food is consistently available and sufficient to meet community needs; • Accessibility – whether food can be reasonably accessed by residents; • Affordability – whether food is reasonably priced relative to household income; a...
	The Council also recognized the related concept of nutrition security, which emphasizes access to affordable foods that promote health and reduce risk of chronic disease.
	Council on Food Security
	The Council on Food Security was established in statute pursuant to NRS 232.4966 9,10 and operates within the Department of Human Services. The Council's responsibilities include developing, coordinating, and implementing a statewide food system; incr...
	Nevada Food Security Strategic Plan
	Nevada's Food Security Strategic Plan serves as a guiding framework for statewide food security efforts.3
	The Strategic Plan identifies priorities related to:
	• Strengthening leadership and coordination; • Increasing food production capacity; • Improving food movement and distribution systems; • Expanding nutrition access and utilization; and • Supporting sustainable and equitable food systems.
	Many of the themes identified within the Strategic Plan align directly with the requirements established under AB405 and informed the Council's study activities.
	METHODOLOGY
	To fulfill the requirements of AB 405, the CFS established a structured review process during the 2025–2026 interim. The study was organized around the four areas specifically identified in statute 4:
	1. Evaluation of existing laws and policies designed to address food insecurity;
	2. Identification of opportunities for community gardens and urban farms;
	3. Assessment of coordination among state government, local governments, and private organizations; and
	4. Development of strategies and recommendations to improve statewide coordination and reduce food insecurity.
	Study Approach
	The Council conducted its review through regularly scheduled Council meetings and monthly subcommittee meetings that were conducted in accordance with Nevada’s Open Meeting Law (OML) and were open to the public. These meetings included interest holder...
	The Council also reviewed information contained within the Nevada Food Security Strategic Plan and considered ongoing food security initiatives occurring throughout the State.
	Table 1 outlines the policy evaluation framework utilized by the Council during review of food-access-related policies as part of the AB 405 study process. The framework was designed to provide a standardized method for assessing both the potential im...
	Table 1. Policy Evaluation Framework Used by the Council on Food Security
	Scoring Formula
	Food Security Impact = Criterion A
	Implementation Language Quality = Criteria B + C + D
	Overall Policy Score = A + B + C + D
	Source: Council on Food Security Policy Evaluation Workshop, 2026. 5
	Policy Evaluation Process
	To evaluate existing laws and policies related to food security, the Council reviewed XX food-access-related policies and legislative actions previously identified through food policy review efforts including work conducted by SNFC. The Council utiliz...
	A policy workshop and scoring process were conducted to assess each policy using a standardized evaluation framework. The framework considered both the potential impact of a policy on foodsecurity and the strength of its implementation structure.6.
	Policies were evaluated using the following criteria:
	• Food Security Impact – the extent to which a policy addresses food security needs in
	Nevada; • Implementation Responsibility – whether implementation authority is assigned to a specific      organization or entity. • Measurable Outcomes – whether policy outcomes can be monitored or evaluated; • Funding Support – whether funding mech...
	Food Security Impact was scored on a scale of one to five points. Implementation Responsibility, Measurable Outcomes, and Funding Support each received either zero or one point. The maximum possible score for any policy was eight points.
	The purpose of the evaluation scoring process was intended to provide a structured method for comparing policy characteristics and identifying common implementation factors among food-security-related initiatives.
	(input matrix here)7
	Community Gardens and Urban Agriculture Assessment
	To address statutory requirements related to community gardens and urban farms, the Council reviewed existing mapping resources, land-use information, and community food system initiatives occurring throughout Nevada.
	The Council examined available food access mapping tools, vacant land inventories, and other planning resources that may assist in identifying locations where community gardens or urban agriculture projects could contribute to local food access efforts.
	Coordination Assessment
	To evaluate statewide coordination efforts, the Council reviewed existing partnerships among state agencies, local governments, nonprofit organizations, food councils, educational institutions, food banks, agricultural interest holders, and community ...
	The Council also initiated efforts to identify existing coordination structures, areas of collaboration, and opportunities for improved alignment among organizations working to address food insecurity.
	Study Limitations
	As for the preparation of this draft report, portions of the Council's work remain ongoing. Additional interest holder engagement, data review, and recommendation development activities are anticipated during future Council meetings.
	Accordingly, findings presented in this report reflect information available during the initial phases of the AB 405 study process and may be supplemented or revised as additional information becomes available.
	FINDING 1: EVALUATION OF EXISTING LAWS AND POLICIES
	Overview
	Assembly Bill 405 requires the CFS to evaluate existing laws and policies designed to address food insecurity in Nevada. To fulfill this requirement, the Council reviewed approximately XX policies and legislative actions affecting various components o...
	The policy review process was intended to provide a structured assessment of existing food-security-related initiatives and identify common characteristics associated with successful implementation. The review was not intended to evaluate whether indi...
	Policy Review Process
	The Council utilized a standardized evaluation framework that was adapted from prior food policy review efforts conducted by the Southern Nevada Food Council (SNFC). Through the AB 405 study process, the Council applied this framework to evaluate poli...
	Each policy received a score based on four criteria:
	• Food Security Impact • Implementation Responsibility • Measurable Outcomes • Funding Support
	Food Security Impact was assigned a score ranging from one to five points. The remaining criteria each received a score of either zero or one point. The maximum possible score for a policy was eight points.
	This framework enabled the Council to compare policies across multiple sectors of the food system while applying a consistent methodology.
	Policy Review Results
	The Council's review included policies addressing school nutrition, nutrition assistance programs, local food procurement, food distribution systems, urban agriculture, community food access, and agricultural development.
	Several policies received relatively high scores during the review process. These policies generally demonstrated a combination of strong food security impact, clearly identified implementation responsibilities, measurable outcomes, and dedicated fund...
	Examples of highly rated policies included initiatives related to school nutrition programs, supplemental food assistance programs, and food procurement efforts designed to strengthen connections between Nevada agriculture and food access programs.
	In contrast, policies receiving lower scores often lacked one or more implementation components, such as designated funding sources, measurable performance indicators, or clearly assigned implementation responsibilities.
	Table 2 summarizes the policy evaluation conducted by the CFS as part of the AB 405 study process. Policies were scored using criteria related to food security impact, organizational responsibility, tracking and reporting, and fiscal support. Scores a...
	Table 2. Food Access Policy Evaluation Results
	Key Theme 1: Implementation of Structure Influences Policy Effectiveness
	One of the most consistent observations emerging from the policy review was the importance of implementation structure.
	Policies that identified a responsible agency or organization, established measurable outcomes, and included funding mechanisms generally received higher evaluations than policies lacking these elements.
	The review suggested t implementation considerations may play an important role in determining how effectively a policy can achieve its intended objectives. While policy goals varied considerably across the food system, successful implementation frequ...
	Key Theme 2: Food Distribution and Food Access Policies Received Strong Evaluations
	The policy review identified numerous highly rated initiatives focused on food distribution, food access, and nutrition assistance.
	Programs supporting school meals, supplemental food distribution, food purchasing programs, and nutrition assistance systems generally demonstrated strong implementation characteristics and direct connections to food security outcomes.
	These findings reflect Nevada's continued investment in programs designed to increase food access and improve food distribution networks throughout the State.
	Key Theme 3: Food Production and Processing Emerged as Areas for Further Discussion
	During policy review discussions, Council members noted that comparatively fewer highly rated policies focused on food production and food processing.
	While production and processing policies were recognized as important components of a resilient food system, some initiatives lacked implementation supports that were present in higher-scoring food distribution and nutrition assistance programs.
	This observation does not indicate that production and processing initiatives are less important to food security outcomes. Rather, it reflects differences in policy design, implementation structure, and available resources among the policies reviewed.
	Key Theme 4: Measurable Outcomes Support Evaluation and Accountability
	The review process highlighted the value of measurable outcomes in policy implementation.
	Policies that established performance measures, reporting requirements, or identifiable outcomes were generally easier to evaluate than policies lacking measurable benchmarks.
	The Council observed that performance measures may support ongoing evaluation efforts and help policymakers assess progress toward intended objectives.
	Limitations of Policy Review
	The policy evaluation framework was developed as a comparative assessment tool and was not intended to serve as a comprehensive cost-benefit analysis or program evaluation.
	Policy scores reflect the Council's review methodology and should not be interpreted as a definitive measure of policy success. Instead, the scores provide a structured means of comparing policy characteristics and identifying implementation trends ac...
	Summary of Findings
	The Council's review identified a wide-ranging portfolio of laws and policies addressing food insecurity in Nevada. Preliminary findings suggest policies with dedicated funding, assigned implementation responsibilities, and measurable outcomes frequen...
	The review also identified food production and food processing as recurring areas of discussion, while food distribution and food access programs generally exhibited well-developed implementation structures. These observations may inform future Counci...
	FINDING 2: COMMUNITY GARDENS AND URBAN AGRICULTURE
	Overview
	AB 405 directs the CFS to identify areas within Nevada where community gardens and urban farms could be developed to reduce food insecurity. To address this requirement, the Council reviewed existing statutory authorities, available mapping resources,...
	Community gardens and urban agriculture initiatives represent one component of Nevada's broader food system and may contribute to local food access, community engagement, nutrition education, and food system resilience. The Council's review focused on...
	Existing Statutory Framework
	Nevada has established several statutory provisions intended to encourage the development of community gardens and urban farms.
	Current statutes authorize and encourage various public entities to support community gardening and urban agriculture activities through land use planning, resource allocation, and community development efforts. Existing law also authorizes certain lo...
	In addition, the CFS is statutorily directed to promote and encourage the development of community gardens and urban farms as part of its broader food security responsibilities.
	Collectively, these provisions provide a foundation for local governments and community organizations seeking to develop community food production projects.
	Relationship with Nevada Food Security Strategic Plan
	Community gardens and urban agriculture are also incorporated within Nevada's Food Security Strategic Plan, particularly through the "Grow" pillar, which focuses on increasing food production capacity and strengthening local food systems.
	The Strategic Plan recognizes that Nevada imports a substantial portion of its food supply and identifies opportunities to expand local food production, improve connections between producers and consumers, and strengthen community-based food systems.
	Although community gardens alone are not intended to address all dimensions of food insecurity, they may serve as one strategy among several approaches intended to improve local food access and community engagement.
	Food Access Mapping and Planning Resources
	As part of the AB 405 study process, the Council reviewed existing food access mapping and planning resources available within Nevada.
	In Southern Nevada, interest holders have developed food access maps and vacant land inventories that may assist in identifying locations where community gardens, urban farms, or other food production initiatives could potentially be established. Thes...
	During Council discussions, members noted that approximately 40,000 acres of vacant land have been identified through existing inventories in Southern Nevada. While not all identified parcels would be suitable for food production activities, these res...
	The availability of mapping resources varies across regions of the State. Council discussions indicated food access mapping efforts in portions of Northern Nevada remain under development, and additional information may be needed to support statewide ...
	(Insert mapping here)
	Opportunities and Considerations Identified During Review
	Throughout the study process, Council members discussed several factors that may influence the development of community gardens and urban agriculture projects.
	Factors discussed included:
	• Availability of suitable land; • Water access and infrastructure considerations; • Local zoning and land-use regulations; • Community interest and organizational capacity; • Long-term maintenance requirements; • Partnerships among local governments,...
	Council discussions also emphasized successful community garden initiatives often depend upon sustained local leadership, community participation, and organizational support.
	Need for Additional Assessment
	As part of ongoing discussions, Council members identified potential opportunities for additional statewide assessment of food access conditions, land availability, and community food production capacity.
	Existing mapping resources and inventories provide useful information in some regions of Nevada; however, comparable information is not currently available statewide. Additional assessment efforts may assist policymakers, local governments, and commun...
	Summary of Findings
	Nevada has established statutory authority and policy support for community gardens and urban agriculture initiatives. Existing planning resources, including food access maps and vacant land inventories, provide useful tools for identifying potential ...
	The Council's review found that community gardens and urban farms may contribute to local food access and community food system development when supported by appropriate planning, infrastructure, and community partnerships. The review also identified ...
	FINDING 3: COORDINATION OF STATE, LOCAL, AND PRIVATE EFFORTS
	Overview
	AB 405 directs the CFS to study the coordination of efforts among state government, local governments, and private organizations working to address food insecurity in Nevada.
	Food insecurity is influenced by numerous factors, including food production, food distribution, transportation, economic conditions, access to nutrition assistance programs, and community capacity. As a result, efforts to address food insecurity ofte...
	The Council's review examined existing coordination structures, partnerships, and collaborative activities occurring throughout Nevada's food system.
	Nevada's Food Security Network
	Nevada's food security system consists of a network of public agencies, nonprofit organizations, educational institutions, community organizations, agricultural interest holders, and private-sector partners.
	Key participants include:
	• Nevada Department of Human Services; • Division of Public and Behavioral Health; • Office of Food Security; • Nevada Department of Agriculture; • Local governments; • Tribal governments and tribal organizations; • Food banks and food pantries; • Com...
	Many organizations perform distinct roles within the food system while also participating in collaborative efforts that support food access, nutrition assistance, food production, and food distribution.
	Role of the Council on Food Security
	The CFS serves as a statewide advisory body charged with supporting coordination among organizations involved in food system activities.
	The Council's statutory responsibilities include:
	• Developing and coordinating a statewide food system; • Increasing access to food resources; • Supporting participation in federal nutrition assistance programs; • Encouraging community gardens and urban farms; • Reviewing food-related legislation; •...
	Because Council membership includes representatives from multiple sectors, the Council provides a forum for discussion and information sharing among organizations that may not otherwise regularly interact.
	Relationship with Nevada Food Security Strategic Plan
	Coordination is a recurring theme throughout Nevada's Food Security Strategic Plan.
	The Strategic Plan identifies collaboration among agencies, organizations, and interest holders as an important component of statewide food security efforts. Several objectives within the Strategic Plan focus on strengthening partnerships, reducing du...
	Council discussions conducted pursuant to AB 405 frequently referenced priorities identified in the Strategic Plan and considered how existing coordination efforts support broader statewide food security goals.
	(SHIP information will be entered here)
	Existing Collaborative Efforts
	During the study process, the Council reviewed examples of collaboration occurring throughout Nevada's food system.
	Examples include:
	 Nutrition Assistance Programs - Federal nutrition assistance programs such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Women, Infants and Children (WIC), and school nutrition programs require coordination among federal agencies, state a...
	 Food Distribution Networks - Food banks, food pantries, community organizations, agricultural producers, transportation partners, and government agencies frequently collaborate to distribute food resources throughout Nevada communities.
	 Local Food Councils - Regional food councils provide opportunities for interest holders to coordinate food system planning, identify community needs, and support local food initiatives.
	 Agricultural and Food Procurement Initiatives - Programs connecting Nevada producers with schools, food banks, and community organizations require coordination among agricultural interest holders, state agencies, nonprofit organizations, and institu...
	 Partner Mapping and Interest Holder Identification - As part of the AB405 study process, the Council initiated efforts to identify organizations engaged in food security activities throughout Nevada.
	The purpose of this effort was to better understand existing partnerships, identify areas of collaboration, and document the range of organizations contributing to food security initiatives.
	Council discussions indicated that many organizations are already engaged in food security activities; however, the scale, scope, and geographic coverage of these activities may vary considerably across the state.
	Emerging Themes from Council Discussions
	Several themes emerged during Council discussions regarding statewide coordination.
	 Cross-Sector Collaboration - Food security initiatives frequently involve multiple sectors, including public health, agriculture, education, economic development, transportation, and community services. Council members noted the importance of mainta...
	 Regional Variation - Nevada's geography presents unique opportunities and challenges for food security coordination. Urban, rural, frontier, and Tribal communities may experience different food access conditions and may require different approaches ...
	 Information Sharing - Council discussions emphasized the value of information sharing among organizations. Existing planning efforts, food access data, community assessments, and program information may support more informed decision-making when sha...
	 Alignment of Efforts - Council members discussed opportunities to better understand how existing programs, initiatives, and organizations contribute to statewide food security objectives. Improved understanding of these relationships may support fut...
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